/cle in Dehre
yered and pi
1ssey. Asse

ar that he de

Cultural
Change

st Ford Modep

rage. Ford
0 retells the
car the locals
came by trai

:ation to wat {
‘ubber tyres §




Socil Changs and Developmentin'lndia

. i ]’}5 zaw in the iset chapter how colonialiers brought in changse thar alteqed
the structure of Indian socisty. Industnahsation gnd urbanissthon transformed
the bves of people: Factories repisced felds-as places of work forsome. Citzes
replaced nillages sg place= to live for many, Living and workmngs arranpements
or stmicirss -:hﬂ.ngﬁﬂ Chang=ss slzo tocl place in culturs, Wa_t;s of [ife norme,
valuss, fazhions and sven body langusge, Socinlogists understand =ocial
Ztructare 35 & ‘continiing arrangement of persons a1 ﬁlaﬂaﬂ;iﬂpi defined
or controlled Dy mettutons’ aad  culturs’ a= “soctally eztabliched norm= or
patterns of behaviour’, You have slready stodied about the structural changss
that colomahsm brought sbour in Chapter 1. You wmll observe how important
thosz= structurs] changes are for understanding the cliltursl chanpes that this
chaptar =ecies Lo undapsimnd, -

This chapter looks st two related developments, both s complex product of
the tmpact of colonial rule. The firs: deals with the deliberate and gonecions
sfiorts mads by the 19 century focisl reformers and early 20% century
nationahists ta bring in changes in speis] prachese thar dissrimindgted agsinst
womsn and lowsr’ castes: Ths ssfond with ths léss deliberats vet dacisive
chang=s in cultiral practices that can broadly be undéerstood as the four
processse of sanskritizatinn, modernizstion, seculansation and westernicstion.
Sansivitication pre-dates the coming.of colonial sule; The other three processes
can be understood etter as compiex responses of the people of India-to the
changss that colomialism brought about,

2.1 SOCIAL REFORM HOVEMENTS IN THE
I9TH AND EARLY 207H CENTURY

You have alrendy ssen tha far-
reaching impact of coloniatiem
cre ouar Yives, The socmal reform
smovsmanta which emergad 1n
Indis inthe 197 cenmiry Svosato
the challenges that colonss] Indian
socieiy faced. You probably are
famihar with what were termed
zgoial evils that plasusd Isdian
Eaje Ram Mohwin Réy Fandifa Ramabai  Sir Sy=d Almied Khan  Society. Thesweil-known issuss
grs that of =t child ‘mirrsgs.

ban on widew femsrriags and
caste discriminstion. It i not that atiempis were not made fo fght socisl

‘distrimination in pre-colonial India, They wars central to Buddhism  Shakn
m and Sufl movements. What marksd these 19 century somsl reform attempis
e — waAS-the modern CORTERT and miT of iGeas. I Was a crealve COmMEnanon of

madern idsss of weetsrn hberalizsoi and & sew loblk on tradittons! literaturs.
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—

> | RajaRam Motun Roy sftacked the practice of gt o he basis of bob appesls
to humaniarian a1d natural ights 2octrings as well as Hivdu shasias

>  Ranadeswings eniisd The T2afs of the Hindu Law on e Lanfuness of ihe Remarmage
of Widows and Vedic Authonoes for Widow Marrage elaborated the shasmo sanchon for

- Femamizae of widows. . - .

> ‘ipe confert of new educalion was modemising and liberal The eraty content of the
COUrsEs In the humanines and sacisl sCiEnces was drawn fiom the iteraturs of the European
Reraissance. Reformation and Enlighienment 11 ihemes wese humarsic, secularand
Imeral

> Sir Syed Ahmed Khans inierpretation of (siam empnasised the w&lidiy of fres enguiry
(ijtitad) and the zlieges-similatibies tensesn Komni revelations ang the laws of naluie
distoveted by modem science. N

> Kantukin Viresalingam's The Stirres of Knowledye refiscted tes familianty with nswa-
pyayelogic At e same fifne he tansisied e wotks of Julius Flindey an eiiresl tiolois!

== . - & e —_— — .

Sociologist Satish Saberwal elaborates upon the modern comtest by
sketching thres sspécie to the modern framswork of changs in colonis] India:
® mod=t of communicstion
m formz of ergainisation, and
B thenatursof ideas
Newe sechinologies speeded up vanous forms of commumication. The printng
press,-telagraph, and later the microphose, movement of peopie and gosds
through st=amahip and rallwave halped quiclk movemeant of new idesas. Within
Indis sozisl reformers from Punjsb and Bengal sxchanged ideas with reformsrs
from: Madras and Mahsrashira. Keshay Chandra Sen of Bengal visited Madras
in 1854, Pandita Ramabai travelled o diffsrent cornersof the conntry. Seme of
them went o other countnes: Chasnan misstonanss reached remots cornsra
of present day Nagsiand. Nhizordm and Msghalaya:

Modéen social crggnisaticns like the Beahmo S&mgl in Bengal and Arvs
Samap in Puniab ware sstup. The All-India Muslim [sdi=s Conferencs (Anuman-
E-Khmwatr-E-Islam) was founded in 1914, Indian reform=r= d=bated not just
in public mestings but through public media ke newspagers and journsls,
Translations of wntings of social reformers from ones Indan langusgs o another
took placs. For mstance, Vishau Shastr published a Marsthitransiatnon of
Vidyassgse's book i Indu Prakash in 1865,

FNew ideas of hibsralicm z0d fre=dom n=v idese of hc-m'e:;'nah::.r;;-md 17
marriage, n=w roles for mothers and dsughters, new ideas of sclf-consoious
i

prde in culture sand tradition emerged, The value of educanion became very
tmportant. it wasseen 83 very cructsl for a aation to become modern butalss
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retain iz Encient herfisge) Thesden of female sducation was debated
intenealy. Bignifiesntiy, itwas ths =acis] reformes Jotibs Phiunls who
gopensd the firet echosl for wormen in Pusa, Raformses srpusd that fors
socisty to progrezs women have to be sducsted) Some of them balizved
thatn premodern Indis, Wemen wers educst=d. OCthers conterted this
om the groundes thatthie was =0 onlyof a pevileged few, Thus attempts
i pustly female sducation vwers ‘made By recourss o0 both modern
Virzsalingam and traditionalidzsas, Theyacnvsly debstad the msaningsiaf tradition
‘and morfsrniie. Jouks Phule thus recsiled the olory of pre-Brven 558
while gthars lik= Bal Gangadhsr Tilak emphasiced the slory of the
Arvan period. In otherwords, 19% century reform initist=d 5 period of
OUuESHOonIAg, renierpretalions

‘and both ntellsctusl aad
zocis! growih.

Tha varied sacial s=form

. movements difd have commaon Fird out Sboyt some of e socai
Vidyasagar themes. ¥et thets wers alzo reformers menficned below? Wnat
-mignificant differences. For msues did they fight for? mdﬂ
some the coencsras wWsrs they sonduct their camipaign? Was
confined o the preblems that there any appasiton?
thiz uppsr caste, middle dlass
women and men faced, For # Viresalingam
sthers the injustices suffersd - Pamjllaﬁama-bﬁ
by the dizpriminated castes > ‘dyasagar
’ were central questons, For » Dayanand SaFasiwali
Jesiba Fhuia zome ‘=2acial eniz had-smergsd > Jyoliba Bhule
m befsuss ofa decline of the trua > SnNamyan Gur
spirit of Hindiiem, For -:-Lb_'E-.ﬂ > SitSyes Ahired Kisn
e smete end g=hider opprossion > Any other :

wac intrinsjc fo the religien,



Cultural Change

Lilegwise Muslim social refirmers actvely debated the meanineg of polygamyand
purdsh. For exampls, & recoliiion against the svls of polygamy was propossd by
Jahansrs Shah Nawas at the All India Muslim Ladies Conference. She argued:

the kind of polyzamy which s pranticad by Ceraim sections of the Musims |s against
the: true sparlt of the Quran.. and it is tie guly of the educated women o exercise Neir
influence among the relations {o pUt an end lo this practice:

The resclution condemning polygamy caussd considerable debate in the
Mushm prese, Tehsib-e-Niswan the leading joumal for women 1n the Pungsb,
came out i favour of the resolve, but-others dizsspproved. (Chaudhus 1953:
111), Debares within communities wers common dunng this penod. For
ingtancs, sati was opposed by the Brehmo Samaj. OrthodoX members of the
Hindu commmunity in Bengal formed an organisation sall=d Dharme Sabhs:
and petitisned the Heitish arguing that rafnemears had no right to intespret
zacred (ENIS:

2.2 Dirrerent Kinos o Social Cravice - [N

[y this chapter 2ach of the four concépis. namely sanskritisstion modsenication,

sscularisation and westsrnisatinn, ars dealt Wrth 11 differsnit s=ctione. But as
the discussion unfolds, st-will become obvious o
you-that m meny ways they overlap and tn many
sitistons thev co-exizt. [n maay sitiatons thev i Actviry 2.2
cperate wery diffevently. It 1z oot surpnsing to
find the samé person being modern in soms wars Witile you read ihe way e four procassas are
and t:ﬁﬂ.ll:ﬂﬂ.ﬂ] it anathes. This eo-existence is mhm it may be inleresting fo discuss
often zeen ac ostursl fo Indis and maay other m mm !I’W ik ME’IHI'H‘ eal

But yvou kaow thst sociology does fiot rast Wimem
content with natralist-éxplénation, [Kecsll ths Mbsar
di¢cussion m Claptsr 1, Clacs XTbook - Infrodudng .Sgnﬂa[
Sodoiogy. As the last chaoter has shown colonial Sanskrinsed

modemsty had its own paradoxes. Taks the Why?:

exgenple of weatern educaron. Uolomabsmy led Relumn o AcTivity 2.2 after you finidh the
to the growth of an English educated Indian chaptar ' o

.FEL:'I'_?EI].E clg=s. T.l:i‘c—grfﬁd ths 1]:1*.'.1..[':&1“5 of westlern > | Did you' fing any siffrance between
SAlERISNMANE PhDpherk ol i daMOcracy common senss isage of ihe terms and
and dresmit ofgshesing in g Hbersl and progressive
[ndis, And yet humilistsd by colonial rule they B teir socmlagical meaning?
asserted thewr pride 15 traditionsl learming and

erholarsihim. Yo Harealr=sdy ceen this trend in

.

Az thiz chaptar will show, modernity spelled not merely new idsss but alas
r=thinking and reintsrpretation of traditien. Both enlmrs and tradition ar= lrmng

Y v
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Social Changes and Development inIndia

£ntitie=. Foopls lsarn them and H1'tirn modify thein, Thles the everyday sxample
of how the san or ppn s5m or S3rong 1= worn in Inda tadsy. Tradihonslly ths
=ari, 3 looze unstitched pisce of cloth was differsnitly worn in different regione.
The standard way that the modern middle clase woman wesrs it was a novel
combination of the tradirional =an with the western petheast and 'blouss’,

brdss's struchosaband caiture! diversiny i ssi-ondent This diversity shapes
ths different ways that modernisation or wesStertiisation, ssnskniisaiion or
s=culanssion sifects or doss not afect dillsrent groups of people. Thefollcwanz
pares se=k o caphirs thess differences, The constraint of spacs preveni= a

further detazhne out. i iz up 0 You o explore aad depufy the complex ways
maodernisation mpacts people in different part= of thes conniry of IMpEScEs
different classes snd castes 1 the ssme fegion: And oven womsn ad foen
froin thHe ssims class or CoOmmuUni.

& Thisk of pifter instasces of the mbc #nd
miateh Gt from everyday life and fom
B thawier level

My Gather’s clothes represenied his ¥

atrer Jife very well He was 2 south {
Indizn Brahmmn pentleman He wore

neat white turbans, a Sq Vaurava s
castenimk Vel wore Tootal ties, B
Eromentz buttons and collar stods, and &
donned Enghish serpe jackets overhis.
msslin gidiis which hewore drapad i |
tradittonal Brahmin stvle ' F
Scures; AE Romanuwon m Marnct =d ¢
IS50- 42 j

2.3 Drrerent KiNDs oF Social CHANGE =i

SANSKRITISATION

The t=rm Zanskritization was coined by MLN. Srinivas, It may be briefly defin=d
ae the grocsss by which 2 low’ caste or tribs ar other group takes over the
customs, ritual beliefs, rdeglogy and siyle of ltfe of 5 high and, an particuiar,
a8 twics—boen (dhanig) saste,



Cultural Change

The impact of Sanskritisanuon is many-sided. Its influsncs can bs st=n in
tanguage, itaratmre, idesolosy, mus=is, danre, drams, sivle of hiis snd rimst,

[t 1= primanly & process theat takes place within the Hindu space though
Erintyae groued thet it was 'nsﬂ'u[e.qveﬂ in s2ete and relimons grovgs outside
Hindwism. Studies of differentsreas, howsver:show that it operated differently
in differsnt parts of the country, In thosge arsas whers a highly Sanskritissd
cazte wae dominsnt, the suliurs-of the entire region underwent 5 certmin
amount of Sanskritization. In rezione where the non-Sanskrinc castes were
demingnt, i was their smmBuence that wasz stronger, Thes. can be termed the
process of ‘de-Sanskntisanon’. There wers other regsonal vanations too.
In Pusijab culturally Sanskeitic infiuence was never ver stong. For maisy
ceafuries unnl the third quartzr of the 19 century, the Parsian influsncs was
the deminant ons. R

Smnivas prousd that, “the Senskretisgnion

of # groop has usuelly the effect of tmproving _ ) F_ 'S -
its positien in the local casts hiesarchy, It Rumbdisl's joummey mite Sanskal began i
normally presupposes sither sn improvement 1n ', with or=at nterest and-eacemess with I
the economic or political position of the zroup  Gvkhale Goml, ber teacher at school.
cancermed or 5 higher group ssif-consciousnese * At the University, the Head of the ':',
regulting from #ts contact with:a scurce of the aﬁﬂﬂmmimmmzﬂlﬂhr ;T
‘Great Teadition’ of Hinduism such a='& pilgrim and he took great pleasure 1n munting.
CETHTE OF 2 Monasiery of & prosciviising 2=rt " Fut [Fagmudhit  Tespite the adverse r
int & highly unsquel socisty such as Indis there | comments she siccessfully completed >
were and still are obatacles to any easymiang over. = h:r!-iaﬂm in Sarskrit.. >
of the cuswms of the moher casies by the lower, . o y
Indsed, traditionally, the dominant casts punished Soures: Bumud Pawads (1838) i:’
thoses low castes, -vhhhw#ﬁmdaﬂm.sﬁﬂm:ﬁhm R — . ¥ I 4

sttempt it. The stary below captures the problam,

Eumud Pawads i1 her sutobiogfaphy recounts how a Dalit woman became
a Sxnelal teacher. Az 8 student shes drawn towards the study of Banshrit
perhaps becauss it iz the means through which she can breals into & &ald that
was not possibls for Her (0 entéren grounds of pender and caste. Perliaps che
was draws towards it becaute it would ensble her o readd in the crigmal whst
the textz hevs 10 257 about women gnd the Dglits, Ac she proceeds with her
studies. she imsets with varied reactions rangmg from surprise to hosnbty
from guardsd acceptatice o brutal rejechion: Asshe says:

The result 15 {hat aithowah | iy 10 terget my caste. I i impossible fo forge! &nd thin |

remamber ap exprassion | heard somewhere “What comes by birth, but can't be cast
off by dving - that Is casie.”

Sanskritisation sugsssts & process wherelby peopls want 1w improvs their siatus
through adophan of names and customs of culrurslly hish-placed groups. The
reference model’ is.usually Bnaocslly better of., 1o both, the aspiraton or desare
to heliks the bezher placed group cooursenly when people become wesglihisr,
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Socral Changs and Developmentin'lndia

Sanskritization &3 & concept has besa criticissd st differsnt levsis, Ons,
it hae beeny critivized for exaggerating socis! mobility or the scope of lowsr
castes' to move up the social |adder. For it leade t6 ne structural changs bur
only postions! changs of somemndividuals. Inother words inequality continuss
to permst though some individuals may be able to improve thew pesittons
wathin the unequal structars, Twe, it has bsen pointed out that the ideclogy
of san=lritization accepts the ways of the Upper caste’ 5= supsnor and that of
the lowsr casts’ as infersor. Thersfore, the desirs 1o tmitsts the upper caste’ 1=
‘zegn 25 natural and desirables

Thurd, ‘sanskoatsation’ seems mr justify a model that sests on meguahty
and exclusion. It appeasrs t sugssst that o balisve in pollution and purity of
groups of people 1= jushfisble or a1l right.

Fourih since sanskritisation results inthe stopton

of upper caste fites and ntasls it leads o practices of
m =acinding girls and women, sdopung dowry practices
instead of bride-price and pragtsing casts discrimination

Read thesectonon Sanskribsaion. = Sgainst ather groups, s,
very caretillly. Do you think thak this Fifin, “the effect of such & trend is_that ths key
process 5 gendered, 12 1 alects charactenstics of dalit culnure and society are sroded.
women differenty from men, De For example the very worthef labour which Jower castes’
you ik el even it ooesean 0 do is dseradsd and rendsred ‘shameful'. [dentities bassd
positiohal chanoe amang men, the on the basis of work, crafis and ardeanal abilities.
B reisrse mRy b troe abodit women?. nmowledss forms of medicing, ecology, agriculturs,
anumsl hushandey, stc,, 8re reparded uselezz o the
tmdustnal sra;

With the growth of the anti-Brahminical movemenst and the development
of regional s=lf-consciousneszs in the twenhieth ceainey there was an stiempt
in several Indian langusgs= to drop Sanskrnt words and phracss. A zrucisl
resulr of the Backward Claszes Movement was to emphasize the role of secular
factors in the npward mobility of-caste gronps and mdivndusls. In rhe cass of
th= dominant castes, thera was no longer eny desire  pass for the Vaisyas,
Ks¥hstrivarsnd Brathvmins On the stharhand, it was pfestinous te bea member
of the dominsnt ca=st=. Recant sgary have zzen liltewice aszartinnes of Dalits
who now pride their identity as Dalirs,

WESTERNISATION

You Bave alfeady reatd about gur westem colontial pa3t. You hasssesr how

it ofien brought about changes that were paradoxical and strange. M.NC

Sriniyas definss wesiernjeation az “the changss brought shout in Indian

sociaty end culturs as a result of over 150 vesre of British ruls. the term
‘=ubsumins changes ocourring at different levels...technslogy, institutions;

idsology and values™.
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There-wers differsdat kinds of westernisation. One kind rsfers to the
emergence of a westarnized sub-cultural paittern through a minority sectwoa of
Indisne who first cames in contast with Western culture. Thie included the sub
cialtiire of Indwan intellectials who oot only adopisd many cognihve patems,
ar ways of thinling. and styles of life, but supparted 1te expansion. Many of
the sarly 19™ century reformers ware of thislund, The boxes 'show the different
kinda of westemisation.

There were, ther=fore, smsll sections of poople who sdopi=d weztern life
styles or were affectad by western wavs of thinlaing, Apart from this thers has
been aleo the general spread of Western culturs] traits, such a=z the use of
new technolopy, desss. food, and changes in the habits god styles of people m
general. Acraes the country & ven wads =acthon of maddle clssshomes have s
television set, a-fridge, some kind of sofa s=t, a dising table and chsir in the
lng room.

Westarnizsstion does involve the imitation of siernsl fems of cultrs. It
do=s not necezsanly mean that psople adopt mod=m valuss of d=motracy and
eguality.

¥ Can you think of Indians who-are very westem in Mer cloesant appearances bul who
g0 not Wave democratic and egalliafial aii=s Ihat are pan of (adem atfildes We ais
giving two examples helow. Can you trink 97 oiner nsiances rom both 1eal and ree| e?

We.may find peaple who are westam edicsizd bul holding weey prejudiced vwews about
particular ethnic or religious commimfies. A family can 2dopt extamal forms of westemn
tulture ke fie way e infenors of houses are done up but may have very conservaive.
te3s about woman's 1ol IR SooiEty The practice of female foelicioe comdines scrimipaton
ailiftige towards Women and fhe use of very madem fchmalogy

> Youshouia aiso dlscuss vt wheier this conirasicton 15 onfy frue for e indians ar non-
westEn sociefes. Or lsirm!mﬁl tnug that racist and giscriminatory anituses existin
wesiem soosties

Apart from Ways of lifs and thinking, the waet influenced Indian ary and
literatre, Artists hles Rav Varms, Absnindranath Tagore, Chandu Menon and
Bankimchandra Chattopadhiza were &l grappling with the colomial encounter,
The bax below captures the many wavs thst siyvle, techmigus and the vary

theme of an arrst like Ravi Varma wers shaped by western and indigencous
traditnons. It diseudge=: the portradt of a family in‘a mairilinesdl community of _
—_—

Eer=la but ons thar significantls resembles the very typizsl pamnlinsal muclear
famuly of the modern west conssenng of the father, mother end children.

Heorinl Z024-25
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You can e the many diverss levsla that culturst ehangs,
resultins from cur solonisl sncounter with ths west | took placs:

In the sortemporary context oft=n conflicts between generations
are se=n as culturs] conflicts resulting rom western:sation,
Have you scen thiz-or faced thas? is: Wesiernizaton the only
reaszon for generational conflicts? Ars cosiflicts Ascaazganiy Bed?

3

Srinives sugzsared that whils ‘lower casten’ tovght @ 15
Sanekritized, ‘upper ca=i=s" sought to be Westernised, In s
diverss country such as Indis thie generalizstion ie difficuir
o mamntsin, For mgtance studiss of Thovas by no megns
considered ‘upper caste] in Eerala show conscious effons o
wegternsse, Elite Thayvas appropristed Brtish culture ss a
moys wwards 5 more cosmopolican life‘that critiqued cEste.

Lekemnze Wastsin cducstion shi=n implisd opening ug to nsw

Kazg #aw ¥arma

cpporiunings e different sroups of peopls in thé North- East.
Bpo 1 p
Reasd the greount given in Box 2.4

In 1870 Ravi Vatmia recaived bis fitst gald comimission & paiit the pottrait of 2 0) @)
Kizhakke Paial Krishna Menon'samily. _ This 53 transiignal work which biends
stamants of a flaiter, twe-dmensinnal style popaiar within earher waler-colours with
e newer lechnigues
of perspective and
ligsionism, made
pessitile by theuse
of 3 madlisn ke ol
Anotherleature
t5:1he {achnigee of
spatal oroanisstions
of the seated and
figures m aefafance
1o age and Rieratchy
Whith 5 once acsin
reminiscent of
nineteenth century
Euyages poitrals of
ihe bourges family
- How sirange fnen
this portiall was painted In mallined Keria' 2l 3 thme when mast of the Nayars, Kashng,
Meno's caste. woukd have besa bnused to lving in patrliesal pliclear families
Souree. G Aramima Face valve 2a| Vamea 3 parfralure and the prosct of colon il modenmity”
The indizn Economies ang Soclal History Review<0, | 2000y pp 57=80.
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Often westernisation among the middle class makes gensrational
difference more complex

Ang though thay se2 of my own fiesh and tlood. they sometimes sssm liketotal skangers io
iz, | A0 IoNgEE Ti2ve 2AyITing I Eoimimon wilh i riskiier wilh sk ways offhinkvig, ot with
Ine way they dress up. falk or betiave Trey are the pew ceneration And my mental makeup ts
such that any sortof mutualily betwezn Themand me becomes impossible. Yer! lové them with
&ll my heart | oive mem whatever they desie. Tof their appiness is-all | want Rahindranth's
words sel my heart in 3 remulous Tesling. “Thee i your fime. Tor rom IS the beginiing of my
end " | nave ndhing m cammpn with my chilien Palisy. Katol and Kingin| Saltay ihves i 2
different country, In 2 different culiurs affogether We for nsiance. had woin the mekela-chadar
from I 3g< of twelvs But now my Saughiet Kingkinl, 2 Studsn! 5T Business Marapsmant 2!
Gaunall Unhvessity wears pantand bogy shifs. Ana Kallol ikes to sport 3 mass of ungilly halr
on his head When [ feef istemng fo.a Mesra-Ehajan Kafiol and Kinglan choese to play their
avourgs p@mmw Whithey Houslon. 5§ tmes, when | feel ke singing & few fings of
Bargest, Kikinikes 1o play Westen turies o her gutar
Souires Aninia Dutia 1995 "As Days Rell On” in Women:' A Collscticn of Assamess
Shars Stares. Diamond Jubiles Vohires, [Gencahati. Soeatrunt Fukliearion=]
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My srangfathiar ks most Nagas who had comeinta closs contact With Eufopeans was convinced il a0 PR
edication was the oily way 10 g8t headin I He aspired for fis chifdren the Hird of ife fe fiad s
beima fvad by the Brinsh adoumstraton and missienaries. Hessenl my mather away to sshiool fisstin
neighbolring Assam| then a5 far avay 35 Shimis’ My molher was sacouraged by one of the midres stlicated N
in her vz who folo s that wilh an Saucation in tiess new tinies, she codld svan bcome ks the Indian ki
wha spake Defore ine worlo- \ijaytakshmi Panoit. sister of Nehru, who represenied india 2t the LN, My father by
dint of his own infelligence and karg work, put himself hmugh e local mission school and college In Shillong Al
Nagas of My patents deneralon who were abls 1 chose 1 et sducated s English For them | was mare than 2
sateay To upward mobily In 2 region where tibes it fve no more fiian 20 kms apait speak campietely difterent
languapes. i was-a medium tneough which they could communicate: amongst themselves and with the warld. They
became e volce of thair people and made English the officisl stale angusge (A0 2095 117) ;

MODERNISATION AND SECULARISATION

L
What kind of moderniry? ! - T, 5, ¥ S
.’HEE:' cazt= fonnders e torm modernization hias 3 Jong history. From the Gl
: -[‘I]Hkﬁ . = o i =
more so the 20" centuary, Lh_mfmh%ﬂﬂmh sz=ocissed
of various oganisanons and }
cat .E” -. } : Ilﬂ.ﬁ\f 3 with positive and desifaﬂ”iﬁ '.rEIUEE People and spocistizs

wanted to be modern. ln:the early ysarse, modemisation

S s
s PEFIES I Y AT referred W umprovemsnt o technology and productien

i;ﬁ mﬁiﬁ b £, ‘processes. Increadingly. howsver, the term had 5 wider

usdge. It referred to the path of development that much of
-mmdtiamth:i:peﬂsm ( west Europe or North America has taken. And suggested
they getinto thew brabmamical sther zocieties both have 1o and gught to foliow the

- touch-me-pet attire®. 1 same path of development.
b s | - ANLLF Eﬂﬂ" J
’ _Jun&n Tg i ::::‘f [_ in iodia the beginnings of capitalism, Bz we saw in

Chapier-1| wok place within the colonia! conrext: The story
of our modernisstion end seculsrisaton 15, thersiors, quite
diztinet from their srowih in the west. This izsvideat when
we discussed westsmication and the efforts of the 19% century social moyemenie
sarlier in this chapter. Here we lock inmo the two processes of modemisstion
and seculansation togsther for they are linksd. They ars both part of 3 ==t of
modern ideas, Sociolcgiats have trisd ro defins what exactly consututes: the
modernigation procsss:

Minzemity assumes that loga! tes and parcchial perspeciives glve way (0 universal
commitments and cosmopalitan sttitudes. fhat the tuths of uliity, caleulation. znd ssience
fake precedence ovar those of the emoticns, the sacreo. and the-nomsratonsl; that the
individus! rsffr han the group be the prnary unit of socisty gnd politics thatthe assocsiions
in which men Ine and work be based on chaics not births that maslery rather than fatglism
crant ther atitude toward the matanal andg human emaronment, natidenfily be chosen and
schigved, not aschbed ard affimned! that work be sefiarsted from family, residence, and
community in BUGAUCTAIT MoansSalion.. (Sudoleh and Rudelph, 15677
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Cultural Change

In otheér words it means that peopls ars influshced
not just by local but univeresl contexts. How you behave,
what vou think is no lonesr decided by your family or
tnbe ar casts or communuty. What job you wish to do is
decided not by the job vour parent do=z, but by whee
sou wish to do. Work gets Isazed o ‘chotes. tigt bHirth.
On whom You &re depend on what you schisve, aot'ty
who you sre. A sSentifie sititide gains ground.

Teke 20y matrimonial column

fmm Eﬂ'g! nawsnaper of 'ﬁ‘&tﬁﬂﬁ
like shsad) com.and Ty and sa=

e patiem How ofien Is caste
OF cammunity mentioneo? If 1 &
mentioned many limes goes it

[n the modern weet seoulgrnsgtion bes n=nally maant

a process of decline in the influence of religion. it has mean that caste confinves 10 play
been sn-aszumphton of all theosiztz. of modernizanon the same kind of Fﬂ'E*‘i‘E It i
that modeim societics betoms: inoreasingly secular, fradition has ot

Indicators of secularicaiion have referrsd w Isveis of B !IWMEIE& Pergeizsk

involvement with relizious organications, the socialand
matsrial infiusnce of religicus organisations. and the
degres 1o which peopls hold religioua beliefe. Escent years have, however, zeen
an unprecedented growth of religious conscicusness and conflictworld aver

Howsver-sven in the pasi a wiew that sssumeéd that moderrwazrs would
necezzdvly lead to dechne 1o relipinin ways has astbean soheelr bruie. You
will racall how wesiern snd modsrm forms of communicstion. grganization
and idgas & to the émergsnce of new kinds of ralipious reform organisations,
Furthermers, a considerable part of ritual in Indis hae direct feference to the
pursutt of secular ends,

Hitugis havealso secular dimensions as dwiincl from secular goais

They provide men:and Wamen with 'occasions for sotialising with
their peers and supenigrs. and for showing off the family's iwealth

ciothing and jewelieny - During. the last few decades in parficelar Observe aavertisements during
e econgmic, polifical 2ng sizlus dimensions of sl have become tragitignal f2stivals such ‘a5
increasingly consplkiuous and ihe numbes ofcars lined up culsids Dlwall, Duraa Pujs. Ganesh

3 wedding house and the ViPs who atizndzd ihe wedding, provedz Puja. Dusssrzh, Karwa Chauth,
e index & he nousehold's stznting in the local community. I Chrisimas. Collest different

Thers has s5lto besn considsrable debate abeut what
iz se=n by some as secularication of cssts. What dﬂ-—s
this mean? In traditiona! India casts =ystem apf_:&m{l

aovenisements from the prini
media. Waich e electronic media
aish. Note whal the miessages

within & rehigious framework. Eclief systems of purity il of these advertissments are abou!,

and poilution were central 1o 115 practics. Today it often
functidne == politieal préssurs groups. Contempeorary
Indis has ssen such formation of casts associations and casie bassd political
parties, They seek in prazs upon the stsi= their démands, Such a chansed role
of caste hae been described 2= secularization of caste, The box below illustrates

L
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Secrl Changes and Developmentininigiz

EVEYORE recoanises hat Ihe travtitional sodial system In inga was ﬁrgams&t
around casle stiuclures and caste ienfiies, In daling will the relationship
betwesn:caste and podiics: however e doctnnaire modemiser suffers from:a
Hehous senophobiz -He bagins wih the questions iscaste disappearing? Now sursly nosocial
sysiem disappesrs ke that A mere ussiul pont f deparurs weukd be wehial form & casis aking
under tne impactof modem poltics, wwwmmmpmmammgmawmﬂw

Those in ingia who complainof ‘castaism in peitics' are really Jooking for a sart of poiies. which
has no'basis insoiety  Polifics 15'2 competitive enterprise. ils purpose is fhie acquisiion of
‘powEr Tof the realisation of cértain goats, and s pricess i€ one of deniifying ana manipulating
‘2xisting and emergmng allegiances in arder 1o moblise and consalidate positions The mporant
fhing is oyanisafion ahd articulation of suppott, and whate palilics s mass-based, Mepolfitis o
‘ezt suppor ihMoug I OISafisatans i which the masses are o b2 folnd. it ilows that
Whete the caste staxtiire provides one of the princpal ﬂﬁﬁ&ﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁ&bﬂgrﬂﬂfh&
bk of the popalston i found o e, paircs mtstmefnargmﬁ- mﬁmasrrmmfe

Folitoians mosNise Casie Qroumngs a0 KBlleS I ceer {o oroanmise thew powsr . Whers

fhere &7 ather types of groups 3nd offier bases.of assaciatiyy paltician's spprosch them ss
Well Ao 35 they evenyiisre changs iné foom. o SUh mﬁm they chienge the frm
‘of caste as well

Kathar 3977 =70

CONCLUSION =

This chapier has sought' to show the distinet ways that socisl chanze hae
taken place in Indis, The colonia) expenence had lasting consegquences-
Many of these wers unintended and paradoxical. Western :deas of modernuy

‘shapad the imsgination of Indien nationahzts. It 4lso prompted & fresh look =t

traditional texts by some. It gles led to 5 rejection of thess by others, Western

cultural forme found thesr place in spheres rangng from how famibies hived

to what cotdes af coriduet should men, women and children bare o folless 83

'ﬁrﬁgﬁc-ﬁgrﬁaﬂéﬂs. The idsas of sgushity sand democracy mads & huge impact

gz enident m Soth the reform movemenis and the nanonali=stmovement. This
led not just toradoption of western ideas, but aiso an achve questiomng and

reinterpretation of tradifron,

Heorinl Z024-25



Cultural Change

Wrile 3 critical essay on sanskiitisallon

2 Westemiation is often just aboul adoplion of wastem attita and Mestyla. Are
thete olher aspects to bemg westamisad? Oris1hal sboul modamisation?
Disclies

3. Wrile'short notes an
& [Fitez and seculanzation
= Caste and seculansation
s Gander and sanskiimation
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